
We used the as-built plans as a starting point to make changes that would increase the usability 

of the space for our clientsõ specific needs.  Some of the key issues are specified below.

With only two people there was little need for 

the Maids Quarters and Bathroom.  This offered 

a great space for a new Master Bathroom.

The existing Living Room was much larger than our 

clients needed, and offered limited views of the lake.

The existing Breakfast Room was small and 

claustrophobic.  Access to the Kitchen was 

limited by a small doorway.

The Pantry was small, 

inefficient, and hard to access.



After initial meetings, we developed a plan that would give them everything they wanted from 

their new home. We included furnishings to help them visualize their space planning.

We eliminated both the Maids Quarters and the 

Bath to give our clients the space they desired in 

a new Master Bathroom.

We created a new doorway to allow easy access 

from the Master Bedroom to the Master 

Bathroom.  By keeping the existing doorway our 

clients could proceed directly from the bathroom 

to the Kitchen for morning coffee.

The Pantry was eliminated and the doorway 

between the Breakfast Area and the Living Room 

was expanded to allow for views of the lake.

To maximize their views of the lake, we transposed the Living Room and Dining 

Room because the majority of our clientõs time would be spent in either the Breakfast 

Area or the Living Room

A small Library was created to add book storage for our 

clientõs extensive book collection as well as a small reading 

area.   The Library was placed between the Dining Room and 

Living Room so that it offered an easy and visually appealing 

path to the Living Room for guests while entertaining. 

Guest Flow



Initial design concepts allowed our clients to visualize their new spaces, which helped 

them easily communicate additional changes, which can be seen in the final photos.



The view of  Lake Michigan from their home was the key element for many of  the 

remodeling decisions.



The small doorway between the existing Dining Room and the Breakfast Room 

limited both the visual and physical flow between the two rooms.



We turned the existing Dining Room into the Living Room, and removed the wall to 

maximize the views.  Also, by eliminating the wall, the new Breakfast Area felt larger.



The Breakfast Room was small 

and isolated from both the 

Kitchen and the Dining Room.



Our clients wanted storage space for wine, as well as a cabinet to display important items.  We 

took space from the entry closet to create a small niche to store the wine, and eliminated the 

Pantry to allow space for the new display cabinet.



The Pantry, which was located 

to the left of  the Breakfast 

Room shown below, was 

incredibly cramped, and allowed 

limited access from the Kitchen.

The window in the Pantry did 

not match any of  the existing 

windows in the home.  Once we 

eliminated the Pantry we were 

able to replace it with a new 

Marvin window.



Eliminating the Pantry allowed us to create an area that would facilitate entertaining 

guests.  Additional storage was incorporated below the display cabinet and the island.



The Kitchen had not been updated for 30 years.  The original cabinets offered little 

storage which required the need for the Pantry.



By eliminating the soffits, we created additional storage which allowed us to remove the Pantry.  

Rollouts helped increase the usability and efficiency of  the base cabinets.  Our clients had no 

need for a double oven which allowed us to gain some much needed counter space.



The old Kitchen offered little light and was dated.  Tall cabinets reduced the useable counter space.



We incorporated painted Shaker cabinetry to give the Kitchen a clean look that both matched the 

period in which the unit was built and would be timeless. By adding additional recessed and 

under-cabinet lighting, we made the space feel larger and promoted better task lighting.



The Maids Quarters and Bath were very small and of  little use to our clients.



By combining the Maids Quarters and Bath, we created a large Master Bathroom that gave our 

clients both a bathtub and shower as well as linen storage. The new doorway allowed access 

directly from the Master Bedroom.


